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This performance of the plane gave us a feeling of
great satisfaction. We recalled the many days and
evenings of hard work, the worries and doubts, and were
gratified to have a successful confirmation of our hopes.
This was a good beginning. It was followed by the
same flying Clipper gradually extending the route
farther across the Pacific. Later on, another Pan-
American 8-42 inaugurated the longest over ocean air-
line in the world from San Francisco to New Zealand.
Finally in July, 1937, another 8-42 Clipper made the
first regular air-line crossing of the North Atlantic
Ocean starting from the United States, flying first to
England by the northern route, and then to Portugal
by the Bermuda-Azores route.
The successful flights of the 8-45 across both major
oceans may be considered as concluding the pioneering
period of aviation. They are also to a large extent the
conclusion of the story of the Winged-S. The most
important factor in this story is the creation of various
types of large aircraft with four engines. This work
actually began on September 17, 1912, and resulted,
exactly twenty-five years later in the summer of 1937, in
the successful commercial crossing from shore to shore
of both major oceans.